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!"#$%&'()*"#+,-"."/)* se estabelisio en Sefarad tras mil anyos. Basho el hok de los 
Kristianos o Muzalmanos, djudyos kolayladearon el dezvelopamiento de la socheta spanyola kon 
arte, kultura, i komercha. Eskrivieron tambien hohmat Yisrael.

Avagar avagar, la epoka de itahad i anasir deskayo, i dinsiz tomo el poder afriyindo a los anusim 
kon los autos-da-fe organizados por la inkuizision. 
En 1492, los reyes katolikos forsaron a los djudyos 
a konvertirsen, fuyirsen, o ser matados. Kon 
el gerush Sefarad se nasio una diaspora en el 
Mediteraneo i mas londje. Se establisieron en 
el imperio Otomano onde se fondaron muevas 
keiloth ke enfloresieron por mas de kuatro 
siekolos. Zavali, la deskayensa del imperio 
Otomano al empesijo del siekolo 20 provoko 
muevas migrasiones de los sefaradim; munchos se 
instalaron en Siatli.

Tras las doroth, Sefaradim dezvelopo sus proprios minhagim i lingua, *&(+,-. Konosido tambien 
komo Judezmo o djudeo-espanyol, Ladino se baza en el kasteyano del siekolo 15 i otras linguas 
iberikas i karishtereo kon biervos de ebreo, arabi, i las linguas de sus muevos vezindados. Fista el 
siekolo 20, se eskrivia kon letras ebreas.

En djunyo 2015, el governo de Espanya ofresio sudetansa a los desendientes de los Sefaradim 
ekspulsados mas de sinko siekolos antes. Esta posabilita se renovo el interes entre los Sefaradim 
en sus pasado i avrio lakirdi sovre sus goral i Espanya en el siekolo 21.

!"#$%"

$&'(")#
'*+,!

!"#$%&'()#*!#+!,%-%*#%#+'%."'

!"#$%&$'(%)*+,-*'(',.'(/$&,0("1$2,
',*$11$(,"#,3'+"#),4()5,6$(,6)5$,
"#,76)+$2,1),6$(,8#9*$,7':6'$*,
;7'*:6<,-':$*=1),"#,>$'11*$?,@6$,
Italian language influences the style 
)4,6$(,0("1"#A,B$9'=2$,76)+$2,0'2,
',9)*)#&,)4,C1'*&,'1,16$,1"5$,26$,0'2,
A()0"#A,=:?

COURTESY OF CYNTHIA FLASH HEMPHILL, 
FROM THE BOOK: !"#$%"&'()"!&!'

(Translated in modern Ladino. You can easily see the Spanish roots as well as the influence of other languages.)
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�escending from a long line of 
rabbis, 1/2#&'3,44/5%) Üas advised 
by his father: º�on½t be a rabbi. It½s 
not an easy life.» So he trained as 
a boot maker in Rhodes until the 
Young Turk Revolution compelled his 
eÝit for America at age 19. In 1909, 
he resettled in Seattle and opened 
a shoe repair shop. By 1912, he had 
developed lung problems from the 
fumes and needed to wnd a neÜ line 
of Üork. He opened a fruit stand in 
Pike Place Market Üith his relative, 
3/)6,'()/"6,. For �avid, Marco 
and other Sephardic OrthodoÝ JeÜs, 
Üorking at the Market on Saturdays 
during the Sabbath �ay of Rest Üas 
a difwcult decision q but a necessary 
compromise to keep the business 
going. By 192n, �avid½s business had 
groÜn into a chain of 1n produce 
stands throughout the Seattle area 
called !"#$%&'()*#$'+,-./"0.

7*89#:'()*#$';'7),&*6%'+,<

=,>"'+/9&%)," arrived in Seattle 
in 1914, having left his home in 
Turkey to avoid conscription into the 
Army. After Üorking in the shipyards 
during 7orld 7ar I, he Üent into the 
produce business as a buyer for tÜo 
supermarket chains. 7ith limited 
capital, John opened his oÜn fruit and 
vegetable market in 19Î1. Sons ?#6
and =/6@ helped out in the afternoons. 
John½s Üife 3/$>#9&/ provided money 
from her household savings to help 
groÜ the business. At its peak, 7*89#:'
()*#$';'7),&*6%'+,< operated Î0 
trucks and became the primary 
produce Üholesaler in Seattle, selling 
to almost every big restaurant in toÜn, 
as Üell as hotels, ships and hospitals.

1/2#&'3,44/5%)'was famous for his produce. And his cigar!

"#$%&'()*'!$)#)+!,+"&$%!%&$)*-&.#/!$*.&+)0

=,>"'+/9&%)," was a fixture on Seattle’s 
Produce Row.

"#$%&'()*'!$)#)+!,+"&$%!%&$)*-&.#/!$*.&+)0
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2aciƂc (ish � 1yster %o.

.%))(/&0#*"1%22 in 1904 became the wrst Sephardic JeÜ to immigrate to Seattle from Rhodes. He sold wsh 
out of a basket, then a pushcart, and eventually a horse-and-buggy. Nessim spoke fluent �reek, making 
it easy for him to connect Üith Pike Place Market vendors Üho had emigrated from �reece. He opened 
!"#"$%&'()*&+,! along Seattle½s Üaterfront in 1912, selling product to his Market contacts, local restaurants, 
and ­on Thursdays and Fridays® to corner grocery stores that had a lot of Catholic customers. His three 
sons q +*"3#(%4&5"$6 and 76% q eventually ran the family½s seafood business under the name 2aciƂc (ish � 
89):%3&+,! The brothers distributed salmon and halibut nationÜide, buying wsh directly off the boats that 
docked at seaport toÜns. They also operated salmon canneries in the states of 7ashington and Alaska.

!;3%&',,1&'()*&<"36%:

5"$6&0/,= came to America from Turkey in 1911 and 
immediately began selling seafood from a stall at Pike 
Place Market. He bought his oÜn wsh stand there in 
the 1950s and eventually turned management over 
to his son, >,##9, so he could retire. That business q 
!;3%&',,1&'()*&<"36%: q continues to operate as a 
long, narroÜ counter inside the heart of Pike Place 
Market. Among other things, the shop is famous for its 
fragrant open-air display containing several different 
varieties of delectable smoked salmon. Pure Food is 
the last remaining wsh stall at Pike Place Market that 
a Sephardic family oÜns. Although Solly no longer 
manages day-to-day operations of the business, he still 
shoÜs up to Üork every Üeekdayt

A group of Sephardic men socialiâe while eating seafood inside the garage of 2aciƂc (ish � 1yster %o. ­£�{ä�{x®

!"#$%&'()&*#("(+*,+!%#$*$%#()-%."/*#).%+(0

>,##9&0/,=!"#$%&'(!)*'+!+*,!-$.)!/'!!;3%&',,1&
'()*] from aLout Óä Þears ago.

COURTESY OF THE AMON FAMILY
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From the 1920s to 19È0s, Seattle½s JeÜish community clustered around a neighborhood 
nicknamed 1,23()$4#56,5. Family life revolved around synagogues, schools, social 
organizations q and also the abundance of kosher butcher shops, specialty bakeries and 
grocery stores that neighborhood families operated to serve the uniµue needs of the 
JeÜish community.

�uring the �reat �epression of the 19Î0s, many merchants generously eÝtended credit to 
community members, and some stores failed to survive as a result. Stores closed early on 
Friday and all day Saturday in observance of the JeÜish Sabbath, as Üell as on major JeÜish 
holidays. All other times, the stores wlled Üith chatter and cheer q doubling as gathering 
places for an entire community. 

78()9:#5$1,23()$
;(#/$;#)<(/

Each Thursday, 
%,2(=3$>,8(6?2$
78()9:#5$1,23()$
;(#/$;#)<(/$
sµuaÜked Üith activity 
after receiving its 
Üeekly delivery of 
freshly killed Ühole 
chickens. JeÜish 
families stood in line 
to buy the still-Üarm 
kosher foÜl, Ühich 
Üould be prepared 
and served during 
Friday night½s traditional 
Sabbath dinner.

4,0&8@9#$
A)95/95B

7hen Turkish 
immigrant %,2(=3$
.,&)9#5, opened 
4,0&8@9#$A)95/95B$
4,8=#56 in the 
19Î0s, he became the 
only printer in toÜn to 
feature HebreÜ type. 
As a result, the JeÜish 
community relied 
on him as a source 
for bar mitzvah, bat 
mitzvah and Üedding 
invitations.

C:,5,86$
D),:()6

On a typical evening, 
the Sephardic men of 
Kosher Canyon Üould 
gather around the 
potbelly stove near 
the front of C:,5,86$
D),:()6, a store run by 
70$#5'$>#:3(0$EF9(0. 
The men Üould sip �aÛe 
!"#$% ­Turkish coffee®, 
take a nip of &'() ­a 
Turkish aperitif® and 
*$+'#,-'.+%/ ­a Ladino 
phrase meaning to sit 
and gossip®.

!"#$%&'()&*#("(+*,+!%#$*$%#()-%."/*#).%+(0

!"#$%&'()&*#("(+*,+!%#$*$%#()-%."/*#).%+(0
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Although Sephardic and Ashkenazi ­Central and Eastern European® JeÜs lived together in 
Kosher Canyon, they spoke different languages, had different customs and ate different foods. 
As a result, they sometimes made fun of one another.

Abe Hoffman, an Ashkenazi JeÜ Üho Üorked at his father½s grocery store in the 1920s and 
19Î0s, called the store½s Sephardic customers 0123#42(5 because they bought so many large 
tins of Mazola brand cooking oil for sautjeing their Mediterranean-style cuisine. UnbeknoÜnst 
to him, Sephardic JeÜs irreverently called Ashkenazi JeÜs 06)+24.3&(5 after the Yiddish Üord 
ºshmaltz,» a processed chicken fat they used for frying and spreading on bread.

72428&$9:#8&:;

Near his family home at 
the bottom of Kosher 
Canyon, Rhodes 
immigrant <(:2&4$='($
­second from left® ran 
72428&$9:#8&:;. His 
customers sometimes 
Üaited until Palace½s 
home-delivery truck Üas 
leaving so they could 
catch a free ride up the 
hill Üith their full bags of 
produce. ­1925®

62+>($?2@&:;

A&(('+$062+5$
B4)2C&DD$baked breads 
and pastries in a brick 
oven heated by long 
Üooden logs that 
burned to ash. Children 
in Kosher Canyon 
favored Sam½s tiny 
cream-wlled pastries, 
Ühich he called ºLucky 
Bites.» The centers 
usually had Ühite 
cream but occasionally 
the wlling Üas pink, 
Ühich Üould reÜard the 
purchaser Üith a free 
candy bar.

*#-C'#..'>($
*#-D&8.'#-2:;

?&)#:$0?&--;5$
*#-C'#..' cooked 
candies and sÜeets 
in huge copper and 
brass pots, stirring Üith 
different sizes of Üooden 
paddles. He then poured 
his confections onto a 
huge marble slab and 
cut them into various 
shapes and sizes. His 
recipes originated from 
his homeland of Turkey, 
but he also specialized in 
�reek-style yogurt that 
he sold in a glass. !"#$%&'()&*#("(+*,+!%#$*$%#()-%."/*#).%+(0

UNI6ERSITY OF 7ASHIN�TON LIBRARIES, SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, U710È14

AdÛertisement yÞer for 68)2:)#->($7#,4.:;$
E$9:#8&:; in �osher 
anÞon. ­£�xÓ®
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!"#$%&"%"'$%"(%&!$%)*+,$-& and most vibrant Sephardic JeÜish communities in the U.S., 
Seattle is preserving the legacy and perpetuating the vitality of Sephardic life.

For tÜo Üeeks each summer, more than 100 children from 
Seattle ­and beyondt® attend -$.!*+/01%*/2$'&3+$%
1*#. to enjoy the outdoors of the Paciwc NorthÜest and get 
immersed in Sephardic traditions and JeÜish values. 

-$*&&)$%-$.!*+/01%'$&4"+5 presents 
cultural programs that celebrate and eÝplore the 
many dimensions of Sephardic life. It also provides 
information to the community on a variety of 
subjects, including the process for descendants of 
Sephardic JeÜs to obtain Spanish citizenship.

-$*&&)$%-$.!*+/01%6+"&!$+!""/
is an all-volunteer organization that offers 
support and essential services to the 
community, including funeral planning 
and burial. The Brotherhood operates the 
Seattle Sephardic Cemetery.

&!$%-$.!*+/01%-&3/0$-%.+",+*#%
*&%&!$%3'02$+-0&7%"(%4*-!0',&"' is 
an academic center for the study, teaching and 
perpetuation of Sephardic history and culture, 
and the Ladino language. The program inspires 

student interest through research and courseÜork, and energizes 
community involvement through public lectures and events. 

The Sephardic Studies /898:;<%)8=>;>?%;@A%#BCDBE%is an online 
collection of hundreds of rare Ladino books, archival materials, family 
letters and photographs dating as far back as the 1Èth century.

Every autumn, 
Sephardic Studies 
commemorates 
0@:D>@;:8F@;<%);A8@F%
/;? Üith a community 
event at the University 
of 7ashington featuring 
stories, songs and 
lectures about Ladino 
and Sephardic culture. 

The members of )"-%)*/0'$+"- meet each Üeek 
at Seattle Curtain Manufacturing Co. for a Ladino 
conversation class. The group entertains the community 
each year by reading stories during the annual Ladino 
�ay event.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF SEPHAR�IC A�6ENTURE CAMP

MERYL SCHENKER PHOTO�RAPHY, COURTESY OF UNI6ERSITY 
OF 7ASHIN�TON STROUM CENTER FOR JE7ISH STU�IES

MERYL SCHENKER PHOTO�RAPHY, COURTESY OF 
UNI6ERSITY OF 7ASHIN�TON STROUM CENTER 

!"#$%&'()*$)+,-(&)

!"#"$!"%%"& from �adrid ­left® was a 
!'(&"#)*+$,)-'./0#'$1"2( counselor.
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�ounded more than a centurÞ ago] !"#$%&'()*+(,-&*./0(1*2/34&"4%5(/3!"#$!2/34&"4%5(/3*67&%*+"88%&/5$ remain the spiritual core 
of Seattle’s Sephardic communitÞ and its families.

	ronâe plaµues are placed on the inside walls of Loth sÞnagogues to memorialiâe communitÞ 
memLers who haÛe passed on.

9%1(0:*;%1"8
�anÞ of the surnames prominent within Seattle’s Sephardic communitÞ are of Spanish origin. 

�ow manÞ of these familÞ names do Þou recogniâe from Spain¶

!"#$!%&"'()*

!"#$!%&"'()*

COURTESY OF SEPHAR�IC BIKUR HOLIM CON�RE�ATION
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?$(#*

<="%&*!"#$%&'(1>*than� Þou for Þour loÞaltÞ and for holding li�e a cherished treasure Þour language q �udeo�Spanish 
or d�udeâmo as well as �a�etia q and Þour customs] which are none other than our own. And than� Þou] too] for ma�ing 

loÛe preÛail oÛer rancor and for teaching Þour children to loÛe this Spanish homeland.»

.?!*@ABCD*ECF6!GB*H?;I*96D?J6*K?
=-&(34*%*;/L"1M"&*NOPQ*)"&"1/3:*R(5$*!"#$%&'()*F"R8*%5*5$"*@/:%0*J%0%)"*(3*E%'&('
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of Seattle½s Sephardic 
community get together, 
plenty of good food is 
alÜays on the table. The 
community½s cuisine is 
a delicious combination 
of dishes from �reece, 
Turkey, North Africa and 
Spain.

�elicacies bearing 
an Iberian influence 
include: alL�ndigas] 
espinacas con garLanâos] 
calaLasas] fideo] 
Liscochos and arroâ con 
leche.

SEATTLE SEPHAR�IC NET7ORK


ommunitÞ memLer !"#$%&'%&(%)* ma�es Lulemas] a saÛorÞ pastrÞ stuffed with spinach and cheese.

7omen from the communitÞ ma�e 
Liscochos] a Lraided sweet coo�ie 
topped with sesame seeds.

+%,-%./012,&
304%*,

531&)#/%.&,$,-%.&!"#$
I atte�«te` �uÀ wÀst 
%&'(!)#*+$)&+*'&$,-$
.'*"/$)*+&0$-,)$,1)$
-!2(&)$3(,)245$!-2&)$,1)$
6,2(&)03$#&!2(7$8(&$
wÀst atte�«t Üas �ush 
!"#$2(&$3&+,"#9$:1)"27$
;,$6!22&)$<(!29$,1)$
-!2(&)$!2&$&=&)52(*">$
<&$6!#&7$?&$<,14#$
3!59$.@3$'&+!#,90$A!$3*"9$
!$<!32&$2,$2(),<$!<!5$
-,,#B7$C(&"$65$+,13*"$
2!32&#$65$-,,#9$3(&$3!*#$
D$(!#$.:&"#*+(!3$6!",30$
A:4&33&#$(!"#3B7E

6&7089%#&:;%#%9

530.<$=0*$A.6!3!'!"0$
*"$F!#*",B$*3$!$3<&&2$
%&'(!)#*+$+,"-&+2*,"$
2)!#*2*,"!445$3&)=&#$
-,)$*6',)2!"2$4*-&$
+5+4&$&=&"23$4*/&$:!:5$
"!6*">39$:!)$6*2G=!(3$
!"#$<&##*">37$H!)G*'!"$
)&')&3&"23$>,,#$(&!42($
!"#$2(&$+&4&:)!2*,"$
,-$4*-&9$!3$*23$/&5$
*">)&#*&"2$*3$!46,"#39$
<(*+($+,"2!*"$&33&"2*!4$
"12)*&"23$,-$4*-&7E

6&>90.)*&?)./)40&()--

+uotes from the Loo�\ 
9esterdaÞ’s �aÛens] /odaÞ’s 
�oodies\ /raditions in  orthwest 
�ewish �itchens] a puLlication 
"#!$%&!'()%*+,$"+!-$($&!.&/*)%!
0*)$"1*2(3!-"2*&$4

MERYL SCHENKER PHOTO�RAPHY, COURTESY OF 
UNI6ERSITY OF 7ASHIN�TON STROUM CENTER FOR JE7ISH STU�IES

SEATTLE SEPHAR�IC NET7ORK
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!"#"$%&"$&'&()*'$%+&!'$,&and speaking an eÝotic 
language, Sephardic JeÜs could have found Seattle as 
just another stop along a prolonged eÝile that began Üith 
their eÝpulsion from Spain in 1492. Having emigrated 
from Turkey and Rhodes in the Eastern Mediterranean, 
they found little in common Üith the Ashkenazi JeÜs from 
Central and Eastern Europe Üho had settled in Seattle 
before them. 

Yet something about Seattle½s salt-air ambience felt right, 
and no place seemed more comfortable than !"#$%!&'($%
)'*#$+, The public market opened in 190Çq wve years 
after the wrst Sephardic JeÜs immigrated to Seattle. In the 
early days of the market, Sephardic JeÜs dominated wsh 
and produce q both in selling and supplying product.

To them, Pike Place Market epitomized the NeÜ 7orld, 
their introduction to America coming through the 
camaraderie of daily life behind the vendor stalls. The 
influence of Sephardic merchants is still felt today at the 
market, Ühich continues to thrive as the longest continually 
run farmer½s market in the U.S.

!"#$%&'()*+",!
%-'*#(."*#/%)"*0%&."1

�n £�äÓ] -.&./.0%1'&2.] left] was one of the first two Sephardic �ews eÛer to step foot in Seattle. �e operated 
3'+$*4*.0+%5"67%8%9:6+$*] which supplied product to some of the earliest fishmongers at Pi�e Place �ar�et. ­£�£{®

UNI6ERSITY OF 7ASHIN�TON LIBRARIES, SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, U71092

Sephardic immigrant ;$66"/%17"<*=+
holds a large fish] proLaLlÞ at Pi�e 
Place �ar�et. ­£�Óäs®

UNI6ERSITY OF 7ASHIN�TON LIBRARIES. 
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, U710Î1
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2+3"#/%4+53'+1 came to the U.S. from Turkey, able to read, Ürite and speak only in 
Ladino. In the 1920s, he sold brightly colored ÜaÝed floÜers near a doÜntoÜn Seattle 
theatre. In the mid-19Î0s, he opened a fresh floÜer shop inside a doÜntoÜn market and 
turned it into a thriving business: !"##$%&'()%*+,-#(%./0,'1(. 7hen it Üasn½t raining, 
Sam Üould sit under the lamppost in front of the market calling out, º�ardenias: 25 
centst» or º�affodils: 10 cents a dozent» After Üorking 1È hours on Saturdays, he put the 
money he earned in a corsage boÝ and hopped a streetcar back home around midnight.

6//#$71%.'8(5%69#$"#%:#;#/#,1

From 1940 to 1990,%<1++=%>9+?'+ sold jeÜelry 
at four different stores he oÜned throughout 
Seattle, including his pride and joy, 6//#$71%
.'8(5%69#$"#%:#;#/#,1. But Ike didn½t just sell 
jeÜelry, he also designed some of the pieces 
in his display case. Ike had an appreciation q 
and an eye q for wne art, having majored in 
business and minored in art at the University of 
7ashington in Seattle. He once persuaded local 
abstract painter Mark Tobey to design pieces of 
jeÜelry for his shop, Ühich Ike sold alongside his 
oÜn eÝµuisite designs.

!"#$%&'()&*#("(+*,+!%#$*$%#()-%."/*#).%+(0

!"#$%&'()&*#("(+*,+!%#$*$%#()-%."/*#).%+(0

2+3"#/%4+53'+1!"#$%&'!"()*"*(+%&',#"*+,@'# ­late £�Îäs®

<-#%>9+?'+] left] outside his �ewelrÞ store ­£�xäs or Èäs®
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!"#!"$%"&#&'%( !"#$%&'( has several dewnitions. Spoken most often as a greeting, 
the Üord also can mean !"#$"%&'"$()*+,%&*-+".)*+,%&*-."-(*+,%&!)/'!")*+, and fulfillment. 

The HebreÜ Üord !")*$+$,( translates as 0!#*-% Ühere communities of JeÜs lived until 
the 15th century.

In the early-20th century, Spanish JeÜs, knoÜn as '"1#)23"', began leaving their adopted 
homelands of -.+/)0 and the �reek island of 1#&,)2 in order to escape religious persecution, 
political turmoil or military conscription. Many of them resettled in the northÜest corner of the 
United States to begin a neÜ adventure in a young toÜn called Seattle.

The Sephardic immigrants of Seattle started businesses to meet the commercial demands of 
a groÜing city and to serve the uniµue needs of the JeÜish community. They sold a variety 
of goods, including wsh, produce, meat, candies, pastries, floÜers, jeÜelry and curtains. They 
operated grocery stores, print shops and shoe repair shops.

This eÝhibit features the triumphant stories of those immigrant families and the community they 
formed. Sephardic JeÜs continue to enhance the economic and cultural fabric of Seattle Ühile 
endeavoring to embody the values behind the versatile Üord that greets you here today:

"#$%&'3

!"#$%&'!()#*#+
-#)45%&.+62#678496*)4&*4")$::%);24")<#$+,6=4>)?2

UNI6ERSITY OF 7ASHIN�TON LIBRARIES. SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, U71252 

"
/ur�ish immigrants "$'4@)726&74A$6'&7&#-2&>$=/45.7)2&/!"-"2&BC:#4DE)7.)4A$+/):&*-&+4"&4"#)+&/1&0"#++5"6'&78(2")3#9&*-&
£�Î{. Sam’s Lrother] "&%&'&7 ­far right®] grew up to Lecome the longtime raLLi of one of Seattle’s two Sephardic sÞnagogues.
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!"#$$%&'()*+
!"#$%&'()*+$(,$-./0

Hearing that Seattle½s streets Üere paved 
Üith gold, 1+'$-*(!"#$% emigrated 
from Rhodes in 1910. He opened a 
shoe repair shop tÜo years later Üith his 
brother 2'..3. But times Üere tough and 
Joseph½s son, 4%/, had to µuit school in 
ninth grade to help his father Üith the 
business. Eli½s son, ,.5, took his father½s 
offer to Üork as an apprentice q and 
the rest is history. !"#$%&'()*+$(,$-./0
remains in business more than 100 years 
after it began, Üith Ray in charge. He 
uses a seÜing machine patented in 1nn0 
and a stitching machine from 1912. 
Ray says it½s almost as if his grandfather 
and father are still at the shop. In many 
respects, they aret

)$.66%$(7806./"(
9."8:.3680/"#(7+;

,.%-*(7.-$%86+ emigrated 
from Rhodes in 1920 and 
stayed in NeÜ York, Ühere he 
repaired seÜing machines for a 
living. 7hile visiting his sister in 
Seattle, he met his bride-to-be, 
,.3*$%. She asked him: !"#$%
do Þou intend to support me¶»
He said he Üould open a candy 
store. She said: !&'(%)#*%*+(%
something Þou �now¶» So they 
decided to make curtains. Ralph 
maintained the eµuipment and 
Rachel sold their Üares. At the 
time, curtains Üere available 
only from manufacturers on 
the East Coast. By offering a 
local supply, )$.66%$(7806./"(
9."8:.3680/"#(7+; found a 
regular customer base in the 
city½s big department stores. 
The family-oÜned business 
continues to operate today, 
housed inside a former roller-
skating rink. 

"#$%&'()*'!$)#)+!,+"&$%!%&$)*-&.#/!$*.&+)0

1+'$-*] left] and Lrother 2'..3%,)-,./%0)%/0+1(%,*/+0*,#)%#2%!"#$%&'()*+$(,$-./0.

"#$%&'()*'!$)#)+!,+"&$%!%&$)*-&.#/!$*.&+)0

3)%/0+1(%)$.66%$(7806./"(9."8:.3680/"# displaÞ at a downtown Seattle department store.
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!"#$%&'()*%+++
!"#$%#&"'()*+$+,--./*!0 originated about a thousand years ago in the Iberian Peninsula. 
Living under Catholic or Muslim rule, JeÜs energized Spanish society through their contributions 
in art, culture and commerce. They also produced Üorld-renoÜned rabbinic scholarship.

This period of coeÝistence, or !"#$%$&#!%', gave 
Üay to religious intolerance, forced conversions 
and persecution by the Inµuisition. In 1492, the 
Spanish monarchs ordered all JeÜs to convert, 
leave or face death. The eÝpulsion resulted in a 
Sephardic diaspora across the Mediterranean and 
beyond. Many settled in the Ottoman Empire 
Ühere they established their oÜn communities 
that thrived for more than four centuries. The 
dissolution of the Ottoman Empire during the 
early 20th century, hoÜever, propelled a neÜ Üave 
of Sephardic migration; many settled in Seattle.

Over the centuries, Sephardic JeÜs developed their oÜn traditions, customs and language. 
,(-)*#, also knoÜn as ()*&+," or Judeo-Spanish, is rooted in 1Èth century Castilian and other 
Iberian languages, and also incorporates elements from HebreÜ, Arabic and languages spoken in 
their neÜ lands of residence. Until the 20th century, it Üas Üritten in the HebreÜ alphabet.

In June 2015, the government of Spain offered citizenship to descendants of those Sephardic 
JeÜs eÝpelled more than wve centuries ago. The offer has sparked a reneÜed interest among 
Sephardic JeÜs in their past and sparked a discussion about Spain in the 21st century.

!"#$$%"

$&'(")
'*+,"!

!"#$%&'($)%&*$+,'-.$!&$+#'!!/#

Seattle had its own �adino theatre group that performed 
for Sephardic audiences. ­£�Óäs®
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!!!"#$"%&'##(&
!"#$$%"&!'!"()#*+,-'-.//01,$2 began to form in the early 20th century Ühen tÜo 
groups of JeÜs from the Mediterranean began immigrating to the United States. Ultimately, 
they found their Üay from the Statue of Liberty in NeÜ York to the tall timbers and salt Üaters 
of Paciwc NorthÜest.

!"#$%&'($)%&*$+,'-.$!&$+#'!!/#

ALoÛe\ Sephardic girls in Seattle doing �sraeli dance. ­£�xx®

	elow\ 
ongregation 
âra 	essaroth 	oÞs 
hoir. ­£�Î£®
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One group originated from various 
toÜns in Turkey, including Tekirdag, 
Marmara and �allipoli. Often referred 
to as !"#$%&'( this group founded the 
%&)*'+,-."/-01+"2$(-3"4$56+&6'#-$5. 
Around the same time, another came 
from the �reek island of Rhodes. 
Often referred to as !"#$%&'()'*+ this 
group founded 4$56+&6'#-$5"78+'"
/&99'+$#*.

7ith roots planted more than a 
century ago, the Turks and Rhodeslis 
remain central to Seattle½s Sephardic 
community, their distinctive identities 
preserved through the tÜo synagogues 
that their ancestors founded. Turks and 
Rhodeslis are µuick to point to their 
nuanced differences yet are united 
through a joyful spirit that dewnes 
Seattle½s Sephardic community.
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