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Agent of Tomorrow

Jessica
‘Markowitz

Founder, Richard’s Rwanda

part of something bigger than yourselr.
People interpret that in different ways,
but for me that means trying to leave

a mark on the world, not for myself but
for the benefit of humanity. There are so
many incredible young Jewish leaders
who have already done that and | would
hope to follow in their footsteps.”

t 23 years of age, Jessica
Markowitz is our youngest
agent of change, but what's more

remarkable is that she’s been
making change for more than
half of her young life. Jessica
was just 11 years old when, in
2006, she founded Richard’s
Rwanda, inspired by Richara
Kananga a representative from the
National Unity and Reconciliation
Commission in Rwanda who
stayed with Jessica’s tfamily in
Seattle in 2006. In addition to
the history of the 1994 Genocide
against the Tutsi in Rwanda,
Richard told sixth-grader Jessica
about the difficulties Rwandan
girls her age had staying in school,
and Jessica was moved to create a
nonprofit that has gone on to fund
scholarships for more than 85 girls
in the East African country.
As of 201/, the organization
has started focusing on a
metalsmithing vocational program

Jessica in a classroom in Rwanda,; with her parents at her (0 he‘p y Oung women ﬁnd

bat mitzvah; meeting the Dalai Lama. sustainable employment. Now
an NYU 2018 graduate, Jessica is

. spending the next year as a JDC
Washington State ¢ wine Global Jewish Service

J EW|S |_| Corps fellow in Budapest, Hungary,

where she’ll be working with the
HISTORICAL local Jewish community acting as
m— a1 adviser to the BBYO Hungary

S@CIETY chapter and working in the
local JCC.
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